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Heavy responsibilities. Plenty of pitfalls.

Losing your immunity; contracting without proper
precautions; dealing with employees; accepting grants,
gifts or subsidies without knowing the consequences;
or thinking good intentions will outweigh bad results is
fraught with risks you have to manage… or trouble will
surely come calling.

You don’t have to figure it out alone.
Bliss McKnight’s insurance and risk management
programs include knowledgeable people to help you
avoid “getting into trouble”.
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FREE for NACo
Member Counties
Be a Live Healthy county
with health discount
programs for residents
Help your residents save on
everyday prescription, dental
and health costs.
Prescription Discounts at more
than 68,000 pharmacies nationwide.
Free to residents – they can save
an average of 24%* off retail prices.
Dental and Health Discounts at a
national network of providers. Lowfee programs save residents 15%
to 50% on dental and health costs.
The Live Healthy program also
includes marketing materials to
reach your residents.
Become a Live Healthy county – it’s free! Visit
www.naco.org/health or call toll-free 1-888-407-6226.
The Live Healthy discount program is NOT insurance.
* Savings may vary by drug and by pharmacy.
The Prescription Discount Card is operated
by CVS/caremark®. The Discount Medical
Organization for NACo Health and Dental
Discounts is Alliance HealthCard of Florida, Inc.
All rights reserved. ©2015 CVS/caremark.
106-35891a 100515
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The Director’s Chair

Indiana’s Changing Energy
Supply is Occurring on a
Voluntary Basis
By David Bottorff, Executive Director | dbottorff@indianacounties.org
Indiana does not mandate that a specific percentage of electricity
generated by utility companies be from a renewable energy source, like
wind or solar. Several other states mandate that energy companies use
a certain percentage of renewable sources in their electricity production.
Depending on market prices, such a mandate could increase the cost
of electricity for consumers. Also, reliability could be threatened if there
is an over reliance on inconsistent renewable sources.
Indiana Code 8-1-37 creates a voluntary incentive program for utility
companies to use renewable sources in their electricity production.
However, even without a state mandate, utility companies are changing
their electricity production sources.
Between 2010 and 2019, the fuel sources for electric power generation
meeting Indiana’s needs changed significantly:
2010 Energy Mix

2019 Projected Energy Mix

Coal: 82.6%

Coal: 53.7%

Nuclear: 7.9%

Nuclear: 9.7%

Natural gas: 4.8%

Natural gas: 27.9%

Wind: 2.2%

Wind: 5.5%

Other fuels: 2.5%

Other fuels: 3.2%

Not listed as a significant energy source in 2010 or 2019 is solar energy;
however, I expect that to change significantly in the next few years. It
seems not a month goes by with a new solar project being approved in
the state.
Some investor owned utilities are creating their own commercial solar
projects and agreeing to purchase power agreements from privately
owned renewable energy projects. The public, through the planning
and zoning process, seems to be more supportive of commercial solar
projects as they learn about the benefits of the projects.
Also expected to be a contributing factor to energy in Indiana is the use
of batteries to store energy. Four of Indiana’s investor owned utilities
had battery projects in operation in Indiana in 2020.  As the affordability,
safety and efficiency of battery storage increases, energy production
may decrease, but because of energy storage improvements, we may
be able maintain the necessary reliability needed by all consumers.
Indiana counties will continue to be important partners in Indiana’s
energy diversification.

Source: IURC 2020 Annual Report

Since 2010, electricity from commercial wind resources has doubled.
The dramatic decrease in natural gas prices created more demand from
that energy source. The use of coal as an energy source decreased
significantly due to environmental regulations and consumer demand.
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Politics & Policy

Transition in Indiana’s
Energy Economy
By Ryan Hoff, General Counsel and Director of Government Relations | rhoff@indianacounties.org
During this year’s legislative session, the Indiana General Assembly
reauthorized the 21st Century Energy Task Force to continue discussing
the energy future of our state. This reauthorization will see the Task
Force continue to build on its past two years work with another two
year term. While this committee of legislators and industry experts has a
list of issues dealing with energy production and consumption that it will
consider, the need push for continued discussion is clear; the economic
landscape for energy utilities in Indiana is changing rapidly. But, how
exactly is it changing?
To answer that question, the Task Force’s first two years were
culminated with a report prepared by the Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission, which was published in August of 2020. This report
(among other things) detailed the sources of Indiana’s energy
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production over time. According to the report, within the footprint of
the Midwest Independent Systems Operator (the regional marketplace
for electric resources in much of the Central United States) the
MISO energy mix in 2018 included 47% from coal, 27% gas, 15%
nuclear, and 8% wind/solar. Compare that to the announced MISO
member resource plans for 15 years into the future, where the regional
generation mix is projected to be 28% coal, 29% gas, 9% nuclear, and
30% wind/solar. That projects a further 19% reduction in coal, with a
22% increase in wind/solar is expected by utilities (and subsequently
consumers) throughout MISO’s North American footprint (most of
Indiana, plus 14 other states and the Canadian province of Manitoba).
The backdrop against which this change is occurring is an electric
generation fleet that is capital intensive, and traditionally takes years
Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

to develop and will be relied upon for decades. Coal-fired generation
plants have formed the backbone of the system, but are rapidly
being phased out in favor of other sources such as natural gas and
renewables. (This issue causes a corresponding shift of tax base that
is a very real issue for many units of local government, but that is
perhaps better saved for a different column.) The shift in the generating
capacity mix of Indiana’s utilities also occurs parallel to the planning
that all utilities must do to assure reliability and adequacy of resources.
We are all fully confident that when we flip a switch, the light comes
on. Because electric generation capacity takes years to develop,
adequacy and reliability must be projected into the future to make sure
that planned capacity meets planned consumption regardless of what
source the electricity comes from.
While trying to predict the future is always never easy, nor quite
accurate, the task is monumentally important. For years, Indiana’s
low cost of utilities was a vital draw for economic development in
a manufacturing-heavy state. Indiana’s consumers are of course,
keen to make sure that their bills remain as low as possible, while
also expecting that electricity will be there on demand. Considering
that the rapidly evolving electric utility landscape in Indiana is also
a heavily regulated industry in order to meet the balance between
ratepayers and shareholders, the legal framework around the industry
must also evolve rapidly to meet these changes. The task of the 21st
Century Energy Task force to recommend updates to Indiana’s laws
in this changing environment will not be easy, as their considerations
will impact counties on everything from economic development
to planning and zoning. AIC will continue to monitor their work on
your behalf as well as integrating utility updates into our member
educational opportunities.

Water | Wastewater | Stormwater
Transportation Planning | Survey
Bridges & Structures | Bridge Inspection
Environmental Services | Land Acquisition
Traffic Services | Trails, Sidewalks & Parks
Comprehensive Planning | Public Involvement
Highway & Road Design | Site Engineering
Construction Engineering | Asset Management

If you’re interested in the research discussed in this column, please
visit www.in.gov/iurc.

www.grwinc.com
Office locations:
IN, KY, TN, & WV

9001 N Wesleyan Rd, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46268 | (317) 347-3650
www.IndianaCounties.org 		

EVANSVILLE, IN
David Goffinet
812.893.0642
Lora Phillippe
812-899-2876

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Carl Camacho
317.690.1048
Greg Budd
317.409.2719

JEFFERSONVILLE, IN
Shawn Dikes
812.459.6204

SOUTH BEND, IN
Susan Al-Abbas
574.386.3529
Whitney Pierle
317.652.0104
Amy Blaker
219.781.8923

FORT WAYNE, IN
Susan Al-Abbas
574.386.3529

lochgroup.com
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Legislation

Electric Vehicles and the Impact
on Renewable Energy
By Dustin Renner, Deputy Legislative Director | drenner@indianacounties.org
Electric vehicles are becoming more common and are being touted as
the “future of the auto industry.” This raises many questions regarding
energy consumption and the ability of the power grid to handle this
additional energy consumption. According to the U.S. Department
of Energy, the average electric vehicle requires 30 kilowatt-hours to
travel 100 miles. This is equal to the amount of electricity an average
American home consumes on any given day. A study conducted by the
Department of Energy¸ also found that increased electricity use could
boost energy consumption by as much as 38% by 2050, largely due to
the use of electric vehicles.
Researchers from the University of Texas found that several states
would need to increase electricity production anywhere from 17-55%
to accommodate the additional consumption electric cars will have
on the power grid. The need for additional energy will largely depend
on when electric car owners charge their vehicles. Electricity use
varies throughout any 24 hour period. Daytime hours are obviously
the highest consumption times with a peak in the early evening time. If
every electric vehicle owner were to charge their vehicles in the evening
after work this would potentially overwhelm the power grid. Charging
vehicles during off-peak hours will play a crucial role in minimizing the
impact on the power grid.
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Electric vehicles may create a need for more energy production, but
electric cars may also be themselves a source of renewable energy.
Vehicle-to-grid technology, also known as V2G, is a potential renewable
source of energy that would allow electric vehicles to store surplus
energy and return it to the grid if charged while not in use.
Indiana has a long history of auto manufacturing, and during the 2021
session the General Assembly took action to address electric vehicle
production. State Representative Mike Karickhoff authored HEA 1168
which establishes the Electric Vehicle Commission. The commission
has several purposes, some of which are to: evaluate the inventory and
production capability of existing electric vehicle production facilities,
identify opportunities for growth in the electric vehicle production
industry and identify opportunities for research and development. The
commission sets Indiana up to be a leader in electric vehicle production
as the transition to electric vehicles becomes more common.
As the market and demand for electric vehicles grow, this will
increase the importance to incentivize and promote renewable energy
development and production. The impact of electric vehicles on the
power supply will largely be contingent on the amount of renewable
energy produced.
Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

New Realities.
New Direction.
63rd AIC Annual Conference
September 20-23, 2021

Switzerland County • Belterra Casino Resort

By Jacque Clements,
Director of Planning and
Professional Development
JClements@indianacounties.org

The AIC’s staffAIC
is excited to announce the 63rd Annual Conference
is being planned to be an in-person event in Switzerland County,
September 20 – 23, 2021 at the Belterra Casino Resort! This will be
a great opportunity to learn new ideas, systems, the availability of
resources for your office and network with other county officials.
While the AIC and our board of directors continues to monitor and
evaluate the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we are committed to
providing a conference full of learning opportunities for county
officials.

Exhibit Hall
You will not want to miss the exhibit hall full of over 100 great booths and information for
your county. While you are there, be sure to pick up some giveaways and chat with our
vendor representatives. They will be happy to meet with you face to face and inform you
of their services and how they can save your county time and money. Be sure to stop by
the Host Committee booth and pick up your host gift. Cocktails will be served on Tuesday
afternoon and lunch will be served on Wednesday in the exhibit hall.

Workshops
A total of ten workshops will be offered on Wednesday including a featured workshop
that will focus on the most important issues facing county officials and employees. The
AIC staff and the Education Committee chose these informative workshops because
they impact every county office. We will have three rounds of three topics that are sure
to interest you. Remember, you can earn three AIC Institute credits by attending these
workshops! One day registrations will be available for county officials and employees who
would like to only attend the conference on Wednesday.
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New Realities. New Direction.
63rd AIC Annual Conference

September 20-23, 2021 Switzerland County • Belterra Casino Resort

Affiliate Meetings
Tuesday morning will again be set aside for you to meet with your
affiliate association. Your association officers will plan this important
meeting for you. These affiliate meetings will allow you to meet with
your fellow office holders and their staff to discuss important issues
related specific to your office. One day registrations will be available
for county officials and employees who would like to only attend the
conference on Tuesday.

Events
The Welcome Reception will kick off the conference on Monday
evening. Get ready to unwind and reconnect with good friends
while making new ones as at the Welcome Reception. Enjoy
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Be sure to visit company hospitality
suites during this evening as well!
Each affiliate has the opportunity to meet Tuesday morning. You
won’t want to miss meeting NACo President Gary Moore from
Kentucky at the Opening Session following lunch and immediately
preceding the official opening of the Exhibit Hall. Come to the
hall and enjoy our conference signature cocktail while connecting
with potential vendors, colleagues, and friends before heading
up to the company hospitality suites or heading out on the town!
The AIC Conference Vendors will host a night out with dinner and
drink vouchers available for local eateries in Vevay. Buses will run
between the resort and Vevay all evening so you can enjoy eating,
congregating and live music. More details to come!
Wednesday is a full day of workshops with a total of ten being
offered at 4 different timeslots (see descriptions within this
magazine). Between workshop sessions, be sure to grab your
lunch in the exhibit hall. This will be a great opportunity to visit all the
booths and learn about what services these vendors can offer your
county. After a long day of learning at our workshops, unwind at
our reception before we begin the celebration at our Annual Awards
Banquet. The banquet is our time to celebrate the achievements of
award-winning counties and county officials.
As we wind down to the close of the conference, we will enjoy a hot
breakfast on Thursday morning. Come and enjoy a great breakfast
and your opportunity to be awarded one of the many door prizes
available for county officials, presented by the AIC Host Committee.

10 INDIANA NEWS 92 May/June 2021		

Hotel Information
Rooms have been reserved at the
Belterra Casino Resort for the nights
of September 19, 20, 21, and 22.

Belterra Casino
Resort
777 Belterra Drive
Florence, IN 47020
812-427-7777
belterracasino.com

There are separate room blocks
for county attendees and
vendors. The room block opens
Room Rate:
on July 14 for county attendees
$115.00 per night
ONLY and on July 16 for vendors.
Reservations may be made once
you complete your registration for the conference and receive the
room block code in your confirmation email.
Hotel reservations must be made by August 20 to be
guaranteed the conference rate. Hotel reservation lists will be
reviewed to verify that individuals are registered for the AIC
Conference. In order to receive Sales Tax Exemption for your hotel
room, you must have a state tax exempt form (ST-105 form which
you can obtain a copy from your County Auditor) and be paying
via a government issued credit card or government issued check.
The name on the tax-exempt form must match the name of the
payer. A tax identification number alone will not work. You must
present a copy of the state issued form. Also, a personal check or
personal credit card will not receive tax exempt status. To pay by
a county issued check, the hotel must receive your check
a minimum of 10 days prior to your check-in with a copy of
your state issued tax exempt form and also with a complete
AIC Conference Hotel Form which can be found at www.
indianacounties.org.

Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

Registration and Fees


For County Officials, County Employees, AIC Alumni, and
Their Guests:
EARLY BIRD*

STANDARD

Full Registration

$180

$200

$215

One-Day Registration

$105

$115

$130



ON-SITE

For Vendors:

July 14
BOOTH
(includes 1
registration)

ADDITIONAL
REGISTRANTS
EARLY BIRD*

ADDITIONAL
REGISTRANTS
STANDARD

ADDITIONAL
REGISTRANTS
ON-SITE

Associate Member

$430

$225

$250

$325

Non-Associate Member

$950

$325

$350

$375

EXHIBITORS

NON-EXHIBITORS

Dates to
Remember:

EARLY BIRD*

STANDARD

ON-SITE

Associate Member

$325

$350

$375

Non-Associate Member

$625

$650

$675

*Early Bird Discount – You receive a discounted rate if you register by 5:00p.m. EDT on August 13.

The conference provides wonderful opportunities for our members to network with more
than 600 elected county officials and employees from around the state. We will offer 10
educational workshops and an exhibit hall that will be filled with information to take back to
counties from about 100 exhibitors.
Registration will be online at www.indianacounties.org beginning Tuesday, July 14 for
county officials, employees, and their guests. Registration for vendors including booth
selection will open on Thursday, July 16.
Single event tickets are available for county attendees only by contacting the AIC at
jclements@indianacounties.org or 317-829-3655. All paper registrations for single event
tickets are required to be mailed with payment. When registering online, county registrants
may select to be invoiced, but vendors must pay via credit card.

Important Notes
County official online registration will begin July 14 at www.indianacounties.org.
Vendor online registration including booth selection will begin on July 16. After you register,
you will receive an email confirmation with your registration details and the hotel room block
information. This email may be used as your conference registration invoice for county
attendees. Vendors will be required to pay via credit card during the registration process.
Single event tickets are available for county officials, employees, and guests by contacting
the AIC at 317-829-3655 or jclements@indianacounties.org. All registrations for single event
tickets are required to be mailed with payment or secured over the phone with a credit card
payment.

www.IndianaCounties.org 		

County Official & Employee Online
Registration Begins

July 16
Vendor Online Registration and
Booth Selection Begins

August 12
Early Bird Discount Deadline
(5pm EDT)

August 28
Deadline for Room Rate at All
Conference Hotels

September 7
Registration Cancellation Refunds
No Longer Available

September 14
Online Registration Cutoff (5pm EDT)

September 20
Conference Begins

Cancellation Policy:
The AIC must receive WRITTEN
NOTICE of conference registration
cancellation by September 8 to
receive a refund minus a $25.00
processing fee if paid by credit card.
After September 8, refunds will not be
available and full payment must still
be made to the AIC for cancellations
and registered no-shows.
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2021 Conference
Workshops
FEATURED WORKSHOP

Battle Scars, Management and
Memorabilia: What Leaders of
Today Can Learn From History
This advanced leadership class will
discuss leadership skills that can
be learned from some of history’s
greatest leaders.

Managing Your Money; Cashflow,
investing and financial planning

Due to CARES Act, ARPA and a
better than expected economy, your
county may have more cash on hand
than in previous years. Presenters will
discuss the importance of following
the Government Finance Officers
Association’s best practices with regards
to cash management. Participants
will learn about maximizing revenue
investment options through a program
that analyzes how much cash a county
needs throughout the year. Panelists
will also review permissible investment
options for counties.
American Rescue Plan Strategic
Approaches for the Public Sector

The American Rescue Plan (ARPA)
provides $1.3 billion to counties as fiscal
recovery funds, and billions in additional
funding through other ARPA provisions in
the form of loans and grants to address
specific public sector needs and for
economic recovery purposes. This
session will provide an overview of the
funding available, further explanations of
the compliance requirements for each,
guidelines for management of these
funds, tools for identifying regional and
local partnerships and strategies to
employ comprehensive solutions that
strengthen communities.
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Modern trends in health care
benefits: How to act now to manage
health care claims in a modern,
post pandemic environment.

Attend this workshop to learn how to
reduce health costs as panelist discuss
the FDA’s approval of new orphan drugs.
Over sixty percent of all drugs approved
by FDA in 2020 were orphan drugs,
often times costing 25 times more than
non-rare disease drugs. Gene therapies
are entering the FDA review process in
record numbers in 2021 and 2022. In this
session, we will address how self-funded
employers in particular can prevent high
dollar orphan drugs and gene therapies
from hitting the plans by putting policies in
place now to address the coming tsunami
of high dollar drug and therapeutic
claims for counties and other self-funded
plans. Advances in telehealth and the
acceptance of telehealth continue at an
increasingly fast pace. How can you use
telehealth to save your county and your
employees money?
Get On-line, Not In-line, Appeals &
Permitting

The desire to go paperless continues
as some counties have moved to a
paperless appeal and permitting process.
This workshop will discuss the impact
filing appeals online has on the appeals
process. Also, learn how the paperless
permitting process has improved
workflow and increased revenue.  
Redistricting

Redistricting data which is typically
provided to states early in the year,
following the census, has been
significantly delayed this year. This
will create a rush to draw new
statehouse and congressional districts,
commissioner and council districts,
and recreating precincts in a timely
manner before candidate filing begins in
early 2022. Join us for a discussion on
redistricting best practices and learn how
to navigate this challenge as we head
into the fall and your offices begin to
prepare for redistricting.

Energy

Energy production is in a period of rapid
evolution, with utilities moving toward new
and diverse sources of electricity. What
are the driving factors, and how can your
county benefit from the change in the
electric utility landscape? This workshop
will discuss electric generation, energy
efficiency, and how to drive value to your
county.
HR

COVID-19 has added a new element
to the ever-changing landscape that is
human resources. This workshop will cover
topics such as the new need to monitor
employees working remotely, employee
leave policies and other real-world
examples of how COVID-19 has brought
temporary and permanent changes to our
work environments.
Broadband

After years of building momentum, large
scale rural internet deployment has arrived.
Over the next several years, hundreds of
millions of dollars in federal, state, and
local investment will see rapid expansion of
the rural data network. This workshop will
focus on how to maximize this investment
for improving economic development,
educational attainment, and quality of life
for unserved or underserved areas of your
county.
Highway Funding & Asset
Management

Indiana’s investment in road building at
both state and local levels have been at
record highs over the past few years, but
we must continue looking forward! This
workshop will evaluate what is next in
road funding, what challenges remain to
delivering the highest quality infrastructure,
and how asset management plans can
be used to drive value in your budgeting
process.

Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

AIC District Officers

2020-2021 AIC DISTRICT OFFICERS:

Elected to Serve You

PORTER

64

45

PULASKI

25

66

37
56

91

4

HOWARD

61

6

MONROE

28

LAWRENCE

47

DAVIESS

42

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR AIC

14

PIKE
GIBSON

26

59

19

CRAWFORD

PERRY
POSEY

65

82

VANDERBURGH

WARRICK

87

13

SPENCER

74

62

FRANKLIN

81

16

24

RIPLEY

DEARBORN

3

7

40

36

72

88
HARRISON

OHIO

58
JEFFERSON

SCOTT

15

69

JENNINGS

WASHINGTON

51

UNION

21

DECATUR

ORANGE

DUBOIS

63

89
FAYETTE

70

73

JACKSON

MARTIN

KNOX

RUSH

BARTHOLOMEW

BROWN

68
WAYNE

33

30

41

53

GREENE

77

RANDOLPH

HENRY

49

55

60

SULLIVAN

18

HANCOCK

JOHNSON

MORGAN

OWEN

38

DELAWARE

SHELBY

CLAY

JAY

5

48

29
MARION

32

67

11

MADISON

80

HENDRICKS
PUTNAM

VIGO

84

TIPTON

HAMILTON

54

PARKE

1

90

BLACKFORD

27

34

12
BOONE

23

VERMILLION

CLINTON

79
MONTGOMERY

FOUNTAIN

ADAMS

WELLS

35

GRANT

8

TIPPECANOE

2

HUNTINGTON

85

52

WARREN

86

92

WABASH
MIAMI

9

CARROLL

17
ALLEN

WHITLEY

CASS

WHITE

BENTON

83

57

43

FULTON

76
DEKALB

NOBLE

KOSCIUSKO

50

75

JASPER

STEUBEN

44

20

MARSHALL

STARKE

NEWTON

Congratulations to our newly elected district officers. District officers are elected at AIC district
meetings each spring by county officials attending these meetings. Officers represent AIC members
(county elected officials) on the AIC Board of Directors, which determines policies and legislative
goals for the association. If you have concerns in your office that you would like the board to
address in its legislative goals, please be sure to contact your district officer.

There are many ways to get involved in serving county officials through the AIC. One great way is
through service on committees. If you would like to serve on an AIC committee contact your district
officer or any of the AIC staff.

71

46

LAGRANGE

ELKHART

ST JOSEPH

LA PORTE
LAKE

39

SWITZERLAND

78

CLARK

10
FLOYD

22

31

West Central District

Northeast District

Northwest District

Nikki Baldwin, Vice President (Boone County
Treasurer), Pictured Right

Jon Eads, Vice President (Jay County Clerk),
Pictured Left

Kim Grow, Vice President, (Jasper County Recorder),
Pictured Right

Southeast District

Southwest District

East Central District

Gayle Sullivan, Vice President (Switzerland County
Clerk), Pictured Left

Patty Ball, Vice President (Daviess County Auditor),
Pictured Right

Laura Martin, Vice President (Randolph
County Auditor), Pictured Right

Paul Sinders, President (Clay County
Commissioner), Pictured Left

Liz Morris, President (Dearborn County Council),
Pictured Right
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Kevin Woodward, President (Wells County
Commissioner), Pictured Right

Pam Goffinet, President (Perry County Auditor),
Pictured Left

Debbie VanDeMark, President (Marshall County
Clerk), Pictured Left

Debbie Walker, President (Henry County
Auditor), Pictured Left
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Sustainability

Ways to (Realistically) Achieve Your
Business’ Sustainability Goals
Constellation Article
Chances are your company has made
commitments to environmental sustainability,
but do you truly understand what they are?
Do you know how to address them – or even
where to start?

goals through strategic solutions, including
renewable energy options and energy
efficiency initiatives. These reduce energy
consumption – and thereby a company’s
overall carbon footprint.

Let’s start by defining environmental
sustainability. It is the maintenance of the
factors and practices that contribute to
the quality of the environment on a longterm basis. Overall, it’s a plan in which the
demands placed on the environment can be
met without reducing its capacity to allow
all people to live well, now and in the future.
More than a buzzword, it’s a commitment to a
safe, clean energy future.

Businesses are leading the charge on
strengthening sustainability and resource
management with measures such as the
implementation of solar and battery projects,
innovative water reduction programs,
fuel cells, electric vehicles and proactive
monitoring of waste.

For organizations, energy sustainability means
being able to meet corporate efficiency

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY HAS
TWO KEY COMPONENTS:
Renewable Energy: energy produced
from sources that do not deplete or can

be replenished within a human’s lifetime
(compared with non-renewable sources like
fossil fuels)
Energy Efficiency: using a lower quantity of
energy to provide the same amount of energy
as a non-energy-efficient alternative, which
can help lessen greenhouse gas emissions
and therefore safeguard the environment
A sustainable energy strategy can and should
take on a mix of energy sources. Below are
three action steps (in no particular order) that
could be a part of your strategy:

SUSTAINABILITY ACTION STEPS
Action Step #1 – Choose carbon-free
energy sources. A meaningful step to take
on the road to sustainability is choosing
carbon-free energy, the sources of which
do not emit any carbon dioxide when they
generate energy. Carbon-free options include
nuclear, solar, wind and hydroelectric energy.
Action Step #2 – Leverage RECs to
offset carbon footprint. Renewable
energy certificates (RECs) are proof that
energy has been generated from renewable
sources, such as solar energy, wind power,
hydropower, geothermal energy and/
or biomass energy. Each REC represents
the environmental benefits of 1MWh of
renewable energy generation and may be
sold and traded. The purchase of RECs
helps replace fossil fuel-based electricity
generation in the region where the renewable
electricity generator is located, and REC
owners can legally claim to have purchased
renewable energy.
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Action Step #3 – Invest in local renewable energy. Corporations,
their employees, their customers and their supply chain partners
have made sustainable energy procurement a priority. Current trends
show that companies are looking not only to source energy from
renewable products but also to be able to unequivocally show where
that renewable energy comes from. Depending on your specific
needs, through retail electric power supply contracts or Offsite Power
Purchase Agreement (PPA) contracts, you can now invest and source
energy from new renewable projects through Constellation’s CORe+
product.
Most importantly, when it comes to your company’s sustainability
goals, keep in mind you don’t have to hit a home run right away – you
can use an incremental approach. You could start, for instance, by
switching to carbon-free products; that is a solid first step. Based
on your company’s specific needs, your solution can be as simple
or complex as necessary to help achieve your corporate efficiency
commitments.
You could start, for instance, by switching to carbon-free products;
that is a solid first step.
With sustainability efforts, there is no specific destination per se; it’s a
work in progress with continuously evolving endpoints. When it comes
to setting goals for energy sustainability activities, it is critical to find the
right pace for your organization. It’s equally as important to have the
right energy supplier to help you navigate what can sometimes be an
overwhelming and seemingly complicated process – one that can help
ensure your organization is on the right path and receiving the greatest
benefit based on your overall company strategy.  

Energy made

flexible.

Constellation is the easy answer to complex energy purchasing decisions. As the endorsed energy supplier to AIC,
we make it easy to navigate and select from a full array of energy strategies. With intelligent insights, an unparalleled
view of market trends and tools that will make energy purchasing clearer and more manageable, find out why
Constellation is considered America’s energy choice®.
To learn more about the AIC Energy Program, please contact Rich Cialabrini at richard.cialabrini@
constellation.com or 847.738.2510, or Mike Fahrbach at Michael.Fahrbach@constellation.com,
502-515-6665.

constellation.com/AIC
© 2021 Constellation Energy Resources, LLC. The offerings described herein are those of either Constellation NewEnergy-Gas Division, LLC or Constellation NewEnergy, Inc.,
affiliates of each other and ultimate subsidiaries of Exelon Corporation. Brand names and product names are trademarks or service marks of their respective holders. All rights
reserved. Errors and omissions excepted.
Constellation is the endorsed energy supplier to this association, which receives compensation for its promotional and marketing efforts from Constellation.

www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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AIC Essay Winners

Congratulations to Fourth Grade
Essay Contest Winners
National County Government Month, held each April, is an annual
celebration of county government. First held in 1990, the goal of county
government week is to raise public awareness and understanding
about the roles and responsibilities of the nation’s counties.
The Association of Indiana Counties (AIC), along with the generous
sponsors, hold an essay contest for fourth grade students to help

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT
Kinley LaFuze

North Side Elementary, Randolph County
Sponsor: Financial Solutions Group, Inc.

celebrate National County Government Month. Winners are selected
in each of the AIC’s six districts. This year, the contest theme was
“Examining the Administration of the Indiana Property Tax Process?”
Winners were invited to read their essays, in person or via video, at the
AIC District Meetings in May and received their $100 cash prizes. Be
sure to encourage students in your districts to participate next year.
Congratulations to this year’s essay winners!

be paid out. A report is given to the Auditor to
pay out the collected taxes to the units it goes to.
Disbursements used to be mainly checks and now
is mostly transfers.
Today many people use the county website
when looking for a new house. They find a house,
go to the Assessor’s website put in the address
and look at the assessed value, square footage and
size or the land description. They can also see how
much taxes have been paid for that property from
the GIS program on the Assessor’s website.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Charlotte Dvorak

Kennedy Academy, St. Joseph County
Sponsor: Constellation

NORTHEAST DISTRICT
Graysen Dilts
The Auditor must advertise the tax rates for
all the taxing units in the county. Taxing units are
all cities, towns, and townships in the county. In
looking at the advertised tax rates you can see
where tax money goes. Special assessments are
also collected and could be drainage assessments,
sewage liens, mowing liens and other unpaid items
owed. Taxes are based on the assessed value of
property, real and personal. Real property is land
and buildings, and personal property is equipment
and other items.
The Assessor determines values based on
laws and guidelines from the state to reflect
market value based on local real estate sales and
gives it to the Auditor. The Auditor applies the
tax rates determined by the Department of Local
Government Finance and then it is given to the
Treasurer who makes the tax statements and sends
them out and then collects the property taxes.
Property taxes are a coordination between the
Assessor, Auditor, and Treasurer with the assistance
of the County Council, Township Trustees, School
Officials, and other special assessments.
After the taxes are collected a report is given to
the Auditor who determines how the money should
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Prairie Heights Elementary, Steuben County
Sponsor: STAR Financial Bank

County property taxes are very important. They
are used by counties and states to provide critical
services and infrastructure. This may include,
police services, fire services, schools and road and
highway construction.
Property taxes are determined by the formula
that is a ratio of assessed value to sale price.
In Steuben County property taxes are collected
on, or before May 10, 2021 and November 10,
2021. The Treasurer of Steuben County disburse
the taxes. Property tax revenue helps pay for the
construction of school facilities, road and highway
construction, and police and fire services.

There are three main types of taxes: income
taxes, sales taxes, and property taxes. Income
taxes are taken out of earnings when people get
paid. Sales taxes are collected when people buy
things. Finally, property taxes are collected from
property owners. Out of the main taxes, property
taxes are the main source of funding for local
governments.
The County Assessor is elected as a county
official. They assess the value of homes, buildings,
and land. Then, once they have assessed the value,
they multiply it by the tax rate and figure out how
much property owners owe in property taxes.
The Treasurer prepares and mails the property
tax bills. Property owners pay the taxes. If they
don’t, they can lose their property. The County
Auditor is also an important person in the property
tax system.
Property tax dollars go to our schools, libraries,
cities, the county, townships, and other local taxing
units. Property taxes are important because they
pay for things we depend on every day like roads,
bridges, our police, firefighters and even the jail.
Without property taxes there wouldn’t be a way to
pay for these important services.
Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

Our county officials make sure the property tax
process runs smoothly. They have important jobs
and make a difference in our community.

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
Coleton Pettit

Aurora Elementary, Dearborn County
Sponsor: SRI

The property taxation process can be confusing
to some residence. To those people, I will explain
how it works. I will go into detail on how property
taxes are determined, and how they are collected
in my county. I with also explain how taxes are
disbursed, and who receives tax property revenue.
It is easier to understand once you have had some
personal experience with the process.
First, I will explain how property taxes are
determined in Dearborn County. The accessor’s
office provides an assessed value on the house. An
assessment considers sales of similar homes, as
well as home inspection findings. The assessment
also includes location, the current state of the
property, any improvements such as new additions
or renovations, and the overall condition. All your
entities such as fire department, schools, and towns
create a budget of their needs. They submit their
budget to the state of Indiana to have it approved.
Based off the approved budget, the state sets an
appropriate tax rate for each county. The tax rate
and your assessed home value will calculate your
property tax payment.
Next, I will explain how property taxes are
collected in Dearborn County. Dearborn County
allows their tax payers to pay their bill in 4 different
options. You can do it by mail, at the courthouse
by using their green drop-box, by visiting their
website, or by escrow. The paying by mail option
works by the tax payer sending the check to
Dearborn County Treasurer at, 165 Mary Street,
Lawrenceburg, IN. If the tax payer wants a receipt,
they will want to enclose a self-addressed envelope.
During and after hours the tax payer can utilize the
courthouse green drop-box located outside of the
Dearborn County Government Center which is
located at the same address as the mail in. They
ask that cash is not left. Another option for the tax
payer is to pay by credit card by visiting the website
govtechtaxpro.com. The tax payer will need to look
their tax payment by their name, parcel number or
address. The tax payer can also set up an escrow
payment with their house payment at the bank.
www.IndianaCounties.org 		

The bank will send the spring and fall taxes to the
courthouse through an electronic fund transfer.
Lastly, I will explain how property taxes are
disbursed and who receives tax property revenue.
The property tax payments are disbursed based
off of the counties approved budget. The counties
fire departments, schools, towns, police stations,
current health crisis, and road construction all
benefits from the revenue based on the budget
they had submitted to the state. All of these entities
benefit from the property taxes paid by their
residence. These disbursements help keep our
community safe, and also pay for needed services
in our community.
In conclusion, the overall Indiana property tax
process is a positive benefit for all 92 counties. The
process the accessor and state take to calculate
each property owner’s property taxes can seem
complicated. The budget helps them determine
what percent they need to set the tax rate at to
help meet the counties needs. The multiple options
offered to the Dearborn County residence to pay
their property taxes help make it more convenient
for the residence to pay on time. All the information
I have provided should help residence understand
how the Indiana property tax process works.

their home and if you don’t pay them then you
won’t be able to stay there. You have to pay your
taxes 2 times a year. You can pay your taxes at the
court house inside, there’s a big box in front of the
court house you can put your money in, you can
mail your payments in, also you can pay it at the
bank or online. When you pay you have to pay the
treasurer’s office.
All county’s have township’s, if they are big or
small, they have different budget’s and they have
different values that they are worth. Depending on
their size and values money will go to them. Money
goes to public places such as schools, library’s, fire
departments, and local government people.
This is why you pay your taxes so that we can
keep our counties clean and nice. I hope you
learned how you pay your taxes and when to pay
your taxes.

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT
Keith Hyser

McCormick’s Creek Elementary, Owen County
Sponsor: Bliss McKnight

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
Maci Jane Craig

William Tell Elementary, Perry County
Sponsor: APEX Benefits

Taxes are important. Everyone in the United
States pays taxes and this helps to keep the county
good. Taxes are good for the county’s because
taxes help build road and invent new thing’s in the
counties.
Assessor’s go around and look at every house
in the county’s and look how good they look and
how big they are and how much they would sell it
for. When they do this they have to come up with
a number to sell it for. The main office people and
the council work together to come up with the right
amount of money to sell the houses for or what they
could sell for. They all need to agree on a number
so that there’s enough money to invent things or
make things nice around here. This is how the tax
rate is determined.
They have to pay taxes to be able to stay in

Everyone that has property in Owen County has
to pay property taxes.
So where does the money go? What do they do
with the money?
How are property taxes determined? The
amount owners owe in property tax is determined
by multiplying the property tax rate by the current
market value of lands in question. The assessor
does this work. Also the assessor has to be elected.
How are property taxes collected in Owen
county? The office of the treasurer in the
courthouse is responsible for collecting the taxes.
You get your tax statement 15 days before the due
date. Half the taxes are due May 10th. The other
half is due November 10th.
How are property taxes disbursed and who
receives tax property revenue? Taxes are funded
at many places like police, fire stations, water and
sewer operations, schools, and more. Each one
gets pennies on the dollar for each property tax
dollar collected.
Taxes are important because the taxes go to
jobs for their place. Taxes can help schools, police,
roads, and more. Now you know why taxes are
important.

Mary/June 2021 INDIANA NEWS 92 17

IUPUI Award Winner

AIC Intern Wins
IUPUI Undergrad
of the Year!
AIC intern, Bret Runyon,
was awarded the 2021
Undergraduate Student of the
Year. Bret graduated in May
from Indiana University – Purdue
University Indianapolis with a
degree in management of public
affairs. He was awarded this
honor by members of the Paul
H. O’Neill School of Public and
Environmental Affairs faculty.
Congratulations Bret!

Bret Runyon

INSTITUTE OF EXCELLENCE: 2021 CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE
DATE

CLASS

LOCATION

Tuesday, June 15, 2021

Internal Controls

Crowne Plaza Union Station

Friday, June 25, 2021

Budget & Finance II

Courtyard by Marriott in Plainfield

Monday, August 9, 2021

Legal & Ethical

Sheraton Keystone at Crossing

Tuesday, October 19, 2021

Cybersecurity

Sheraton Keystone at Crossing

Tuesday, November 16, 2021

Legislative Literacy

AIC Offices

ADVERTISE
HERE
Contact: Elixabeth Mallers
emallers@indianacounties.org
317.684.3710
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CHAMPIONS FOR PUBLIC
SECTOR EMPLOYERS

The Apex Difference:
Indiana’s largest
advisory firm dedicated
solely to employee
benefits
30+ public sector
employer clients across
the state
6 dedicated public
sector service teams

Our team is uniquely qualified to do the heavy lifting so you don’t have to. Apex
tackles the challenges of more Indiana public sector employers than any other
benefits advisory firm in the state.
Our deep relationships with the largest carriers coupled with our extensive
familiarity with city, county and municipal government operations provides Apex
with the powerful marketplace knowledge and leverage to best serve public
sector employers.
We understand the budgetary, regulatory and resource challenges you face daily.
In fact, no other benefits team has served — or served within — the public sector
with more depth and breadth than Apex.

Employee Benefits Strategy | HR & Compensation Consulting
Health & Wellness Strategy | Risk Management
Compliance | Pharmacy Benefits Consulting
apexbg.com

community
Ice Miller has been working with Counties
throughout Indiana for over 100 years.
Lisa Lee Patricia Zelmer Heather James
Michael Allen Sarah Correll

Special Counsel to the Association of Indiana Counties. For more
information, contact Jennifer Menon at 317-236-2216 or
jennifer.menon@icemiller.com.
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