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Heavy responsibilities. Plenty of pitfalls.

Losing your immunity; contracting without proper
precautions; dealing with employees; accepting grants,
gifts or subsidies without knowing the consequences;
or thinking good intentions will outweigh bad results is
fraught with risks you have to manage… or trouble will
surely come calling.

You don’t have to figure it out alone.
Bliss McKnight’s insurance and risk management
programs include knowledgeable people to help you
avoid “getting into trouble”.
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AIC endorsed for over 25 years.
800-322-3391
info@blissmcknight.com
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Evolution of Allowable Expenses
of CARES Act Funding Provides
Stabilization
By David Bottorff, Executive Director | dbottorff@indianacounties.org
The evolution of expenditures allowed under the CARES Act funds
indicates a willingness of the US Treasury to keep the ultimate goal of
CARES Act funding at the forefront, stabilization. In my opinion, that
includes stabilization of local government services. The new guidance
in the September 21st US Treasury FAQ was welcome news and will
help stabilize local government services now and in the future.
When Congress enacted the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act and it was signed into law by President Trump
on March 27th, 2020, little was known about the pandemic. The
legislation appropriated over $2 trillion in economic relief and support
for government expenditures. It offered multiple programs to protect
people from the public health and economic impacts of COVID-19. It
also afforded states and some local units of government (those over
500,000 in population) with direct allocations to reduce the spread
of COVID and funds to help stabilize the economy and local unit
budgets. Local units with a population of less than 500,000 had to
seek funds from their states. In Indiana, the state designated $180
million for counties and $120 million for cities and towns from CARES
Act funds. However, federal restrictions applied to those funds.
Since March, the US Treasury has developed guidelines for many of
the programs created in the CARES Act, including how states and
local units of government could spend their share of the CARES Act
funds. Initially, CARES Act funds were restrictive to immediate costs
directly related to the pandemic; however, subsequent clarifications
of allowable expenses will help stabilize funding for the state and local
units of government. Although, difficult decisions and cost reduction
efforts have been implemented, such as hiring freezes and reductions
in benefits, the CARES Act funds will help stabilize county services.
www.IndianaCounties.org 		

Allowing the funds to be used for reimbursement of some public safety
and health salaries will help counties with CY 2020 budgets but also
CY 2021 and CY 2022 budgets.
Clarifying that counties can seek reimbursement of salaries for public
safety and health personnel appropriated for CY 2020, allows counties
more time to prepare for expected revenue declines in CY 2021 and
CY 2022 budgets. That provides stabilization of county budgets and
county services and stabilization was an objective of the CARES Act.
The AIC has multiple resources on how you can take advantage of
CARES Act funds to help future budgets. Feel free to call us or visit our
website for information on this issue.
September/October 2020 INDIANA NEWS 92 3
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Federal Medicaid
Exclusion Hurts County
Finances
By Ryan Hoff, General Counsel and Director of Government Relations | rhoff@indianacounties.org
Currently, federal law prohibits the use of federal funds for health care
provided to inmates of a public institution, which in Indiana includes
our county jails. The Medicaid inmate exclusion policy (MIEP), was
originally enacted as part of the 1965 Social Security Act (Sec. 1905(a)
(A)). The original purpose was to prevent state and local governments
from shifting inmate care costs to federal programs. In reality, however,
it is preventing federal Medicaid (or any other federal funds) from being
used for care of citizens who have not been convicted of any crime
4 INDIANA NEWS 92 September/October 2020		

and otherwise would be eligible for the Medicaid benefit to cover the
cost of their care.
Because this law does not differentiate between a convicted inmate
and a person incarcerated prior to conviction, this practice has had an
unintended consequence of cutting off federal health benefits to local
jail inmates who are awaiting trial, and therefore presumed innocent.
This raises questions about the Constitutionality of the law under
Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

the Due Process Clause (5th Amendment) and the Equal Protection
Clause (14th Amendment) of the United States Constitution.
This federal exclusion policy also covers other federal funds. This
includes the Children’s Health Insurance Program covering youths
in juvenile facilities. Also, veterans’ access to VA hospitals are cut
off during incarceration until they are unconditionally released. This
is especially troubling when many veterans deal with mental health
problems such as PTSD, substance abuse disorders, depression and
anxiety. The only exception is if the inmate requires a visit to hospital of
over 24 hours.
This all directly impacts the bottom line for county government.
Because the exclusion policy terminates Medicaid coverage during
incarceration, the full cost of medical services fall directly on county
government. The daily health care costs for inmates is staggering, but
further consider when a patient has long term illnesses and prescription
drug costs that must be covered by counties. Factor in that many jails
have become the first line of mental health service or drug treatment
service, and it is further understood that jail health care costs have
skyrocketed for counties.
We urge our federal representatives to re-examine the Medicaid
Inmate Exclusion Policy to not only aid county finances, but to assure
that citizens are not losing their federal benefits without due process
or equal protection under the law. This session of Congress saw
legislation to fix this federal law, but none have advanced. In addition
to two stand-alone bills introduced in the Senate, the House-passed
HEROES Act on COVID-19 response also included legislation on this
matter. For more information on the MEIP and other federal issues,
please visit our partners at the National Association of Counties
(NACO.org) and their 2020 Advocacy Center.

www.grwinc.com
Office locations:
IN, KY, TN, & WV

9001 N Wesleyan Rd, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46268 | (317) 347-3650
www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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Indiana State Parks
McCormick’s Creek State Park

Prophetstown State Park

Clifty Inn – Clifty Falls State Park
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INDIANA STATE PARKS
THIS FALL

Fall is a great time to visit an Indiana State Park close to home or anywhere in the Hoosier state. Whether you plan
a family picnic, take a hike with a friend or spend a few days camping with your kids or grandkids, there’s plenty to
see and do with great fall color, cooler temperatures and fewer mosquitoes! Here are some great ideas for fall:

✓ Walk a prairie maze. Both Prophetstown and Potato Creek state parks offer mazes to get “lost” in as you

explore the prairie landscape. Each has a maze map with fun activities to do along the way. Prophetstown is
located in Tippecanoe County near Battle Ground. Potato Creek is in Marshall County near North Liberty and
South Bend.

✓ Check out the Trail of Scarecrows at Prophetstown State Park. Each year, local businesses and

organizations create entertaining scarecrows that are placed along the park’s bike path. You can ride or walk
the hard surface trail and then vote for your favorites at the property entrance gate. Proceeds support the
programs offered in the park throughout the year. Discover Prophetstown at on.IN.gov/ProphetstownSP.

✓ Take the 7 Vista Challenge at Brown County State Park. A fall favorite for many Hoosiers is a drive

through Indiana’s largest state park with a pause at a vista to view the “Brown County Hills” in all of their red,
orange and golden glory. This year, you can stop at each vista, take a photo and learn some park history then
earn a sticker and purchase a t-shirt to go with it. Find more information at https://www.browncounty.com/
do/7-vista-challenge/. Check out the other “challenge” activities such as the 3 Dune Challenge at Indiana
Dunes State Park and the 4 Falls Challenge at Clifty Falls State Park at dnr.IN.gov/healthy.

✓ View fall colors from a kayak or canoe. Many Indiana State Parks offer rentals, and it’s a great way to
explore from a different perspective.

✓ Take a bike ride. Several parks have hard-surface trails that are open for walking and biking. Pokagon,

Ouabache, Potato Creek, Prophetstown and Fort Harrison state parks along with Cagles Mill (Raccoon SRA),
and Patoka lakes all have hard-surface trails that are perfect for biking and walking. Brown County, Versailles,
Harmonie, Fort Harrison and Potato Creek state parks have mountain bike trails as well.

✓ Climb a fire tower. With the restoration and reopening of the fire towers at Ouabache and McCormick’s

Creek state parks, there are six towers to climb. These are great places to get above the tree line and see fall
colors. The others are at Tippecanoe River, Brown County, Lincoln and O’Bannon Woods state parks.

✓ Spend a day or two at an Indiana State Park Inn. Our seven inns and lodges offer great food, relaxing

porches for soaking up the autumn sun, and good places to sleep after a day of enjoying the outdoors. From
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Tippecanoe River State Park

the Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon State Park to Clifty Inn overlooking
the Ohio in Clifty Falls State Park, they are ready to welcome you.
Make your reservations at indianainns.com.

✓ Go camping! Many state park campgrounds still have sites

available on weekends in October, or you can reserve a site for fall
break weekdays for an experience with fewer camping neighbors.
Your campsite becomes a base for hiking, fishing, nature center
visits and just relaxing. Check out sites and make reservations at
camp.IN.gov.

✓ Enjoy a great program or two with one of our interpretive

naturalists. There are crafts, hikes, talks, and fall festival/Halloween
activities. Check out October events and programs at calendar.dnr.
IN.gov.

✓ Get started on the Hoosier Quest. This program lets you earn a

unique pin for each of the 32 state park properties by attending a
program, volunteering, and exploring a trail. There are a lot of people
collecting all of these pins and you can be a part of the fun. Learn
more about this program at on.IN.gov/HoosierQuest.
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Fort Harrison State Park

And when fall is over, you don’t have to go home and
stay inside all winter. Park trails, inns and nature centers
remain open all year. Campgrounds do too, although
most campground restrooms are winterized. Most
campgrounds have a water source through the winter
months, and vault toilets remain open as well.
Don’t miss the opportunity to explore the outdoors in
Indiana State Parks this fall, and make great memories,
naturally! Start planning YOUR fall visits at stateparks.
IN.gov.
Ginger Murphy
Deputy Director, Division of
State Parks
Indiana Department of Natural
Resources

★ ADVERTISE HERE ★
Contact: Elixabeth Mallers emallers@indianacounties.org

www.IndianaCounties.org 		

317.684.3710
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AIC Conference Wrap-Up

2020 CO N F E R E NC E WR A P - U P

V I R T UA L

INvision

THE POSSIBILITIES
AIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
September 21-24, 2020
Saint Joseph County

By Christine Traina, Director of Planning
and Government Relations Associate
ctraina@indianacounties.org
What a wild ride! When we determined that our 2020
conference theme would be INvision the Possibilities,
we never imaged everything that 2020 had in store for
us. As an event planner, I have had last minute venue
changes, postponements for inclement weather, and
a mirage of other unforeseen situations, but never did
I envision the possibility of a global pandemic moving
the conference to a virtual format. I’ll have to add that one to the list!
Thank you to all of the county officials, county employees, and vendors who tuned
in to participate in our Annual Conference, and a special thank you to all of the
presenters and sponsors. If your county paid the one-time flat fee, you can watch the
sessions at your convenience and be eligible to earn up to 10 credit hours for the AIC
Institute for Excellence in County Government program. Certain workshops are also
eligible for Continuing Legal Education credit and the Assessors’ CE credit. If your
county has not registered to participate, you still may. Again, sessions will be available
to view until November 1.
Mark your calendars for the 2021 Annual Conference at Belterra Resort in
Switzerland County on September 20-23, 2021.

10 INDIANA NEWS 92 September/October 2020		

THANK YOU
TO O U R S P O N S O R S
ENDORSED PROGRAMS
Apex Benefits Group
Bliss McKnight, Inc.
Constellation
Ice Miller LLP
MAXIMUS
Nationwide Retirement Solutions

PL AT I N U M
Bliss McKnight, Inc.
Dossett Consulting
Ice Miller LLP
Indiana Corn & Soybean Alliance
Nationwide Retirement Solutions

GOLD
Apex Benefits Group
Baker Tilly
Beam, Longest and Neff, LLC
Constellation
Low Associates
MAXIMUS
SRI, Inc.

S I LV E R
Hoosiers for Renewables
Indiana Bond Bank

BRONZE
Ameresco
Christopher B. Buke Engineering, LLC
Duke Energy
Financial Solutions Group, Inc.
Indiana Association of Regional Councils (IARC)
Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP)
Lochmueller Group
Tax Management Associates, Inc.
Trust Indiana
Tyler Technologies
Waggoner, Irwin, Scheele & Associates

Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

2020 H I M SE L AWARD
MARSHALL COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER RECEIVES AIC’S HIGHEST HONOR
The Association of Indiana Counties (AIC) has named
Marshall County Council member Penny Lukenbill as
the 2020 Arthur R. Himsel Award Winner. The Himsel
Award is the AIC’s highest honor and is named for
an individual who dedicated his public career as an
elected county official. Himsel was instrumental in the
formation of the AIC during his service as a Hendricks
County Commissioner in the late 1950s. For many
years Himsel served as Indiana’s representative on
the National Association of Counties (NACo) Board of
Directors. Since the inception of the Himsel Award in
1984, it has been given to an elected county official
who has served the interests of county government
through involvement with the AIC. The award was
presented during a Marshall County Council meeting,
as AIC’s Annual Conference will be held virtually this
year.

Penny Lukenbill served as President of the AIC in
2013-14. She served on the board from 2005-15
and served on the AIC’s Legislative Committee for
several years. Lukenbill has also served as President
of the Indiana County Treasurers Association, twice
elected as Marshall County Treasurer. She was also
twice elected as County Auditor before being elected
to the County Council in 2014. She was the recipient
of the Outstanding County Auditor in 2012.
Locally, she has also been involved with the
Plymouth Public Library Board of Trustees, Plymouth
Park Board and Plymouth Industrial Development
Board. Lukenbill is also involved in the Lions Club
serving as chairperson of the Kids Sight Vision
Screening Project. In 2014, she was recognized
in the Congressional record at the request of
Representative Jackie Walorski.

Pictured left to right: David Bottorff,
Executive Director of the Association
of Indiana Counties and 2020 Himsel
Recipient Penny Lukenbill, Marshall
County Council Member

2020 CO UNTY AWARDS
COUNTY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Association of Indiana Counties (AIC) has awarded Lake
County the 2020 County Achievement Award for their purchasing
manual. The purchasing manual has a written narrative for each
authorized statutory method to purchase supplies, services, and
public works. There is a flow chart for each purchasing method
authorized by statute to purchase in each specific area. The
purchasing manual allowed the county to maximize efficiency
in the purchasing process and produces the best competitive
results.
LAKE COUNTY –
Purchasing Manual
Anton Neff, AIC Board
President and Owen
County Councilman
is presenting the AIC
County Achievement
Award to Lake County
Commissioner
Jerry Tippy, County
Attorney John Dull
and several employees
of the purchasing
department.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COOPERATION AWARD
The Association of Indiana Counties’ (AIC)
has awarded Steuben County the 2020
Local Government Cooperation Award for
their Infrastructure Expansion for Economic
Development Project. Steuben County
officials, officials from the Town of Ashley,
and Region 3-A worked together to procure
federal and state grants for this exciting
environmental economic development
project. The town of Ashley was awarded
a grant by the Department of Commerce
STEUBEN COUNTY –
Economic Development Administration to
Infrastructure Expansion for
help expand water and sewer access for
Economic Development Project
a new site being developed by Brightmark
Anton Neff, AIC Board President
and Owen County Councilman
Energy. Ashley was also awarded $1
is presenting the AIC Local
million in Community Crossings money
Government Cooperation Award
for a road, rail crossings and light for the
to Steuben County Commissioner
Lynne Liechty.
Brightmark plant. The new plant will recycle
plastic waste back into usable energy. The
innovative company will provide nearly 100 new jobs for the area.

You may view the awards video presentations from each project by visiting the AIC’s You Tube page: www.youtube.com/aoinco.

www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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2020 OUTSTA N DI NG COUNTY OF F I C I ALS
Congratulations to the 2020 Outstanding County Officials! The award winners below were nominated by their affiliate organizations for providing
effective leadership and other important contributions to county government. The awards were announced during the Virtual Annual Conference
Awards Banquet.

ALL COUNTY
ASSESSORS
Thank you Indiana County Assessors,
for your outstanding service and
leadership.

Assessor of the Year: All County Assessors!

Auditor: Julie Fox – Marshall
County

Clerk: Jay Phelps - Bartholomew
County

Julie Fox and AIC Executive Director David
Bottorff

AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
Jay Phelps.

Commissioner: Kendell Culp –
Jasper County

Coroner: Roger Lewis Vermillion County

Council: David Lenkensdofer Randolph County

Recorder: Jennifer Hayden –
Hamilton County

AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
Kendell Culp

AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
Roger Lewis

AIC Executive Director David Bottorff and
AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
David Lenkensdofer

AIC Executive Director David Bottorff
presents award to Jennifer Hayden

Surveyor: Cheryl “Cheri” Slee –
Wabash County

Treasurer: Tom Krueckeberg –
Adams County

Highway Engineer: Brent
Wendholt – Dubois County

Highway Supervisor: David
Holmes – Lawrence County

AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
Cheri Slee

AIC President Anton Neff presents award to
Tom Krueckeberg

AIC Executive Director David Bottorff
presents award to Brent Wendholt

AIC Executive Director David Bottorff
presents award to David Holmes
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LOCA L OF F I C I ALS
R EC I EVE H ONORS
VI RTUA L LY
By Jacque Clements, Director of Professional
Development and Corporate Relations
JClements@indianacounties.org

Since 1993 the Association of
Indiana Counties began an education
program to assist local officials with
professional development. Even
in the pandemic world of 2020,
elected officials and their employees
continued to better themselves
through the program.

Most of the Institute classes were held virtually this year
and we had to limit the number of speakers that could
come safely and present.

Congratulations to the 35 individuals
who were able to complete
requirements for certification. Fifteen
individuals completed 30 hours of
training to receive their Institute for
Excellence Certification. Another five
earned their Silver Master Award,
two earned Gold Master Awards
and one Platinum Master Award.
Additionally, 11 individuals completed
requirements to earn Continuing
Educations Certificates.

AIC and Bliss McKnight are dedicated to helping county
officials continue pursuing their educational goals through live
and recorded classes. New speakers, topics and information
are considered annually to stay in touch with the everchanging needs of local government.
This year our annual conference has 10 workshops that can
be viewed to earn 10 credit hours toward any of the awards.
These workshops can be taken if your county has paid their
conference registration fee. One county fee allows all county
officials and employees to take advantage of the workshop
recordings.

INSTITUTE CERTIFICATES
To earn an AIC Institute certificate, the student
must accumulate 30 credit hours of AIC institute
courses. Students must complete the 30 hours
within their first term and 25 of credit hours must
be from full day courses.
Judy Beem, Warrick County Treasurer
Lisa Clark Benock, Vigo County Recorder
Laura Fischer, Parke County Auditor
Connie Fromhold, Dearborn County Auditor
Iva, Gasaway, Scott County Council Member
Kris Jensen, Elkhart County Prop Compliance Mgr
Patricia Keller, Clay County Recorder
Vernon Maesch, Clay County Surveyor
Jessica McClellan, Monroe County Treasurer
Joyce Oles, Dearborn County Recorder
Kathy Peeper, Wells County Treasurer
Annette Phillippo, Miami County Treasurer
Patty Pickens, Elkhart County Auditor
Shawn Shelley, Hendricks County Treasurer
Kathy Smith, Brown County Clerk
SILVER MASTERS
The silver master pin recognizes those who have
accumulated up to 75 credit hours in our Institute
for Excellence Program.
Patty Ball, Daviess County Auditor
Lois Endris, Floyd County Treasurer
Kim Grow, Jasper County Auditor
Lisa McCormick, Wells County Auditor
Kitty Merkley, Dubois County Treasurer
GOLD MASTERS
The gold master pin recognizes those who have
accumulated up to 120 credit hours in our Institute
for Excellence Program.
Beth Davis, Wells County Clerk
Kim Good, Hamilton County First Deputy Treasurer
PLATINUM MASTERS
The silver master pin recognizes those who have
accumulated up to 180 credit hours in our Institute
for Excellence Program.
Jennifer Templeton, Hamilton County Treasurer
CONTINUING EDUCATION
Education is a never-ending process and we have
many people who continue their participation in
the Institute Program. Students who earn their
Continuing Education Certifications

Paige Sansone, CPA, from
BakerTilly, was a speaker
during one of our virtual
Institute Classes.

Join us for the next AIC Institute for Excellence class to be
held October 27 on Communications. This class will be in
person at the Fort Wayne Grand Hotel or the recorded version can be viewed at later date.
Watch your email and the bi-weekly Enewsletter for registration details.
www.IndianaCounties.org 		

I NSTI TUTE
HONORS

Nikki Baldwin, Boone County Recorder
Mary Brown, Miami County Auditor
Kimberly Cates, Kosciusko County Council Member
Beth Davis, Wells County Clerk
Kim Good, Hamilton County First Deputy Treasurer
Brenda Hardy, Fountain County Auditor
Theresa Lynch, Hendricks County Recorder
Jackie McPherron, Dubois County Recorder
Kitty Shepherd, Jennings County Treasurer
Jennifer Templeton, Hamilton County Treasurer
Amy Tolbert, Vermillion County Auditor
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Scholarships

Congratulations
to The AIC’s 2020 College Scholarship Recipients

The Association of Indiana counties in conjunction with our scholarship sponsors Nationwide Retirement Solutions and SRI, Inc. offer several
scholarships to current or incoming college students who plan to be enrolled in an Indiana institution for higher learning in the fall of each year.
Those students have a connection to county government, either as a child or a grandchild of a county elected official or employee. This year
we are pleased to announce and introduce the following five recipients.

The AIC –
Nationwide
Retirement
Solutions $1,000
Scholarship
Recipient

The AIC – SRI, Inc. $500 Scholarship Recipients
LANE BRADLEY

MARY JO
EASLEY

Montgomery County
Lane graduated
From North
Montgomery High
School. He is
attending Purdue
University. His
mother, Heather
Bradley works for the Montgomery County
Treasurers Office.

Wayne County
Mary Jo graduated
From Shortridge
IB High School.
She is attending
Earlham College.
Her grandmother,
Mary Anne Butters is a Wayne County
Commissioner.

JACOB DUNCAN

ALI NICOLE
KINDER

Wells County

JASON JOSEPH
WROBLEWSKI
Elkhart County

Jason graduated from
Jimtown High School.
He is attending Oberlin
College. His mother, Joie
Wroblewski is an Elkhart
County Public Defender.

Jacob graduated
From Southern Wells
High School. He is
attending Purdue
Fort Wayne. His
father, Christopher
Duncan works for
the Wells County Highway Department.

Hancock County
Ali graduated from
Pendleton Heights
High School. She
is attending Indiana
Wesleyan University.
Her grandmother,
Marcia Moore is the Hancock County Recorder.

Congratulations to all of our scholarship winners!
14 INDIANA NEWS 92 September/October 2020		
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DID YOU KNOW
THERE IS STILL TIME
TO PARTICIPATE IN
OUR FIRST EVER
VIRTUAL ANNUAL
CONFERENCE?

VIRT

UA L

Our sessions will be available to view until
NOVEMBER 1 and you can earn up to 10 credit
hours for the AIC Institute for Excellence in County
Government program.
Plus, certain workshops are also eligible for
Continuing Legal Education credit and the
Assessors’ CE credit.

What are your fellow County Officials saying
about participating in our Virtual Conference?
“It was great. You and your team did a super job.
Almost felt like I was there.”
- Nancy Marsh, Hendricks County Auditor

“Wonderfully done, David! You, the staff, Anton,
and the others are to be commended.”
- Larry Hesson, Hendricks County Council

“Great awards ceremony and appreciate all you’ve
done to get the conference to us this week!”
- Elise Nieshalla, Boone County Council

“Great Job David!! Proud of you, Anton, Ken and the
staff for providing such a professional production!!”
- Sue Ann Mitchell, Kosciusko County Council

“Very nicely done! Congrats everyone for putting
this together!”
- Linda Sanders, Shelby County Council

INvision

THE POSSIBILITIES
AIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
If your county hasn’t signed up
yet, please contact: Pam Coleman,
pcoleman@indianacounties.org
or visit our website.

indianacounties.org

Spotlight on the AIC Board

Debbie Walker

Kim Grow

Laura Martin

Liz Morris

Title: Henry County Aduditor

Title: Auditor of Jasper County

Number of years involved
with the AIC: 6 years

Number of years involved
with the AIC: 12

Title: Randolph County
Auditor

Title: Dearborn County
Councilman

Years in public service: 18
years

Years in public service: 12

Number of years involved
with the AIC: 5

Number of years involved with
the AIC: It has been my privilege
to serve as vice president, under
the tutelage of Dill Dorrell, and
currently as president of the
Southeast District of the AIC.

Occupation: Auditor
My county is an AIC
member because: The
networking, legislative and
educational opportunities help
the public servants of Henry
County better the way the
serve the public.
Why do you serve on the
AIC board? The knowledge
from the AIC staff and other
board members help me be a
better public servant.
Share a fun fact about your
county: We are the home to
the Indiana Basketball Hall of
Fame. Until just a few years
ago we had the world’s largest
gymnasium

Occupation: Auditor
My county is an AIC
member because: Education
Classes, Legislation and
Update to date information that
is happening around the State.
Why do you serve on the
AIC board? To be a small part
of the big picture in County and
State Government. Love to
serve anywhere I can.
Share a fun fact about your
county: Our County is I believe
the only county in Indiana that
has two time zones in it and
they are only 12 miles away
from each other.

Years in public service: 8
Occupation: Auditor
My county is an AIC
member because: AIC does
a lot for county government;
they lobby for or against
legislation in respect to what
is best for all Indiana Counties.
They train elected officials and
their teams to do the best job
as a public servant as possible.
Why do you serve on the
AIC board? I enjoy being a
part of this Association and the
decisions being made in the
best interest of all counties.
Share a fun fact about your
county: Randolph County
has the world’s fastest ½
mile racetrack, Winchester
Speedway

Years in public service: 15
Occupation: Retired publisher
of a local monthly newspaper
My county is an AIC member
because: The AIC is a very well
respected advocate for county
government. It is imperative that
the voice of counties be heard in
Indianapolis, as well as nationally,
and the AIC makes that possible.
Why do you serve on the AIC
board? Being on the AIC's
board gives me an opportunity
to share ideas and learn from
other county officials and AIC
staff. It is also a great way to learn
of upcoming issues confronting
county government and possible
solutions.
Share a fun fact about your
county: Dearborn County has
so much to offer in quality of
life with great schools, beautiful
scenery and many recreational
opportunities, including Hollywood
Casino, Perfect North Slopes and
Hillforest House Museum.
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Jon Eads

Nikki Baldwin

Paul Sinders

Title: Jay County Circuit/Superior Court
Clerk

Title: Boone County Recorder

Title: Clay County Commissioner

Number of years involved with the
AIC: 23

Number of years on AIC Board: 5

Number of years involved with the AIC:
4
Years in public service: 4
Occupation: Clerk of the Courts
My county is an AIC member because:
I think the contacts, the support, advice, and
experience that one comes across is very
helpful to all who all involved. You get to meet
people from all county positions that may
need or can give you advice.
Why do you serve on the AIC board? I
am serving because of the ones I have met
while being involved with the AIC and have
seen their passion and commitment to the
AIC. As I want to be part of helping pass
along valuable information and being able to
provide any direction I can while sharing my
feelings and opinions.
Share a fun fact about your county:
Jay County and Portland is the host of the
World’s Largest Antique Tractor and Engine
Show in the month of August. People from
all over the world attend and I really enjoy
seeing the Threshing Machine and the
Sawmill that are powered by the old steam
engines! There are hundreds of tractors and
hundreds of all kinds of steam engines. Not
to mention all the great food that is available.
Jay County is a small county, but there are
activities that one can get involved in and it is
a great community!

www.IndianaCounties.org 		

Years in public service:
• 8 Years Deputy Treasurer
• 8 Years Deputy Recorder
• 8 Years Recorder
• Currently running for County Treasurer
Occupation: Boone County Recorder
My county is an AIC member
because: AIC offers County Officials a
great opportunity to keep up on current
legislation, to continue their education
through the Institute for Excellence
program all while being able to meet and
network with other County Officials.
Why do you serve on the AIC board?
I have been active in AIC for many years
and I felt the time was right for me to
take my involvement to the next level
and serve on the board.
Share a fun fact about your county:
Abraham Lincoln stopped in Lebanon
enroute to Washington, D.C., to
become the 16th President of the U.S.
He addressed citizens of Lebanon
and Boone County from the rear of a
railroad passenger car on the evening of
February 11, 1861.

Years in Public Service: 14
Occupation:
Retired from Public School Education.
Presently Clay County Commissioner
My county is an AIC member because:
The AIC provides excellent leadership,
facts, and data to benefit all county
elected officials and employees. Valuable
information is provided to everyone to
allow all of us to work and function at a
higher level of accountability. The AIC has
been very proactive in dealing with the
concerns of the present pandemic.
Why do you serve on the AIC Board:
I am proud to represent the 14 counties
of the AIC West Central District. We, as
a group working together with the other
Districts, can make our Association and
counties stronger as we represent our
citizens and taxpayers. I have been very
proud of the leadership provided by the
AIC Staff and Board during the Covid-19
crises.
Fun fact about your county:
Clay County is home to the oldest working
pottery in the State. The Clay City Pottery
was established in 1885 and is now being
operated by the sixth generation of the
original Griffith family which was the original
founder of the pottery. The pottery is made
from local clay.
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The 2020 Factbook is
Now Available

2020
Association of Indiana Counties

35th Annual

County Factbook

Salary & Wages | Fringe Benefits | Employee Relations | Personnel | Appropriations
Local Option Taxes | Tax Rates & Levies | County Road Information | County Totals

www.indianacounties.org
Contact Elizabeth Mallers, emallers@indianacounties.org, to order your Factbook.

Three copies were mailed to the county auditor for distribution to the auditor’s office, county commissioner president
and county council president. Extra copies are available for purchase at www.indianacounties.org for members.
The cost is $20 for members. Member bulk pricing is available.
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AT THE HEART OF
COMMUNITY
GROWTH
As Indiana’s largest law
firm, Barnes & Thornburg is
passionate about helping
county and government
officials with legal issues they
face on a daily basis, including:
• Financing county facilities
• Generating economic
development strategies
• Litigating cases
when necessary
• Developing county
employment policies
• Addressing
environmental issues

Uncommon Value

ATLANTA CALIFORNIA CHICAGO
DELAWARE INDIANA MICHIGAN
MINNEAPOLIS NEW YORK OHIO
RALEIGH SALT LAKE CITY
TEXAS WASHINGTON, D.C.
BTLAW.COM

www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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Important Dates

Mark Your Calendar!
2021 Annual Conference
September 20-23, 2021
Switzerland County

Upcoming
AIC Events

The Annual Conference provides AIC members an opportunity to attend
educational workshops, view an exhibit hall of over one hundred booths
and meet and build relationships with over 500 county elected officials and
county employees from throughout the state of Indiana. The conference
location rotates around the state of Indiana and dates vary.

Newly Elected Official Training
December 2020

The AIC in conjunction with the State Board of Accounts holds newly
elected officials training every other year. These meetings are open to
officials who have never held an elected office as well as incumbent office
holders. More details to follow.

Don’t forget to UPDATE your
AIC contact info!
Visit www.IndianaCounties.org to update your
contact information
Email your contact information to Elizabeth
Mallers at emallers@indianacounties.org
Scan this QR Code and get right to the update
form on smartphone or tablet

indianacounties.org
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CHAMPIONS FOR PUBLIC
SECTOR EMPLOYERS

From saving a southern Indiana county $100,000 on its Rx claims to helping a

APEX BENEFITS

northern county better engage its 300 employees, Apex tackles the challenges of more

Indiana’s only AIC-

Indiana public sector employers than any other benefits advisory firm in the state.

endorsed employee

We understand the budgetary, regulatory and resource challenges you face daily. In

benefits consultancy

fact, no other benefits team has served — or served within — the public sector with

CONTACT INFO

more depth and breadth than Apex.

govt@apexbg.com

From Indiana’s former Secretary of State and U.S. Congressman to a previous AIC
planning director, our team is uniquely qualified to do the heavy lifting so you don’t
have to.

Employee Benefits Strategy | HR & Compensation Consulting |
Health & Wellness Strategy | Compliance & Risk Management
| Pharmacy Benefits Consulting

apexbg.com

community
Ice Miller has been working with Counties
throughout Indiana for over 100 years.
Lisa A. Lee Heather James Patricia Zelmer Sarah Correll

Special Counsel to the Association of Indiana Counties. For more
information, contact Jennifer Menon at 317-236-2216 or
jennifer.menon@icemiller.com.
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