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Heavy responsibilities. Plenty of pitfalls.

Losing your immunity; contracting without proper
precautions; dealing with employees; accepting grants,
gifts or subsidies without knowing the consequences;
or thinking good intentions will outweigh bad results is
fraught with risks you have to manage… or trouble will
surely come calling.

You don’t have to figure it out alone.
Bliss McKnight’s insurance and risk management
programs include knowledgeable people to help you
avoid “getting into trouble”.
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AIC endorsed for over 25 years.
800-322-3391
info@blissmcknight.com
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FREE for NACo
Member Counties
Be a Live Healthy county
with health discount
programs for residents
Help your residents save on
everyday prescription, dental
and health costs.
Prescription Discounts at more
than 68,000 pharmacies nationwide.
Free to residents – they can save
an average of 24%* off retail prices.
Dental and Health Discounts at a
national network of providers. Lowfee programs save residents 15%
to 50% on dental and health costs.
The Live Healthy program also
includes marketing materials to
reach your residents.
Become a Live Healthy county – it’s free! Visit
www.naco.org/health or call toll-free 1-888-407-6226.
The Live Healthy discount program is NOT insurance.
* Savings may vary by drug and by pharmacy.
The Prescription Discount Card is operated
by CVS/caremark®. The Discount Medical
Organization for NACo Health and Dental
Discounts is Alliance HealthCard of Florida, Inc.
All rights reserved. ©2015 CVS/caremark.
106-35891a 100515
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All 92 counties represented at Statewide
Opioid Summit on July 25, 2018.

Statewide
Opioid Summit
Attracts
Large Crowds
in July
By David Bottorff, Executive Director
dbottorff@indianacounties.org
On July 25, the Indiana Office of Court
Services Administration held what I believe
to be the largest gathering ever in Indiana
to discuss the opioid epidemic. One of the
primary objectives of the event was a focus
on Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) and
Addictions Primer for Justice Professionals.
Indiana State Supreme Court Justice Loretta
Rush encouraged the event as part of the
judicial branch’s pledge to help combat
the opioid crisis. Chief Justice Rush is cochairing a national task force of state court
officials examining the justice system's role
in combating the nation's opioid abuse
crisis. The national task force plans to assist
state courts with collaborative efforts among
treatment providers, criminal justice systems
and child welfare agencies.
The Indiana Opioid Summit focused on
those topics and included professionals
from a variety of fields. Every county was
represented at the summit by a local
www.IndianaCounties.org 		

leader, judge, prosecutor, public defender,
sheriff or social service provider. Presenters
and partners in the summit were Indiana
University, as part of its Grand Challenge
Responding to the Addiction Crisis and
Family and Social Services Administration
(FSSA). The Association of Indiana Counties
(AIC) promoted the event and offered financial
support for the summit.
Many of the presentations at the summit
focused on mental health services and
treatments for addictions. The scientific
proof presented on how quickly the brain
can change after just one dose of certain
chemicals, either prescribed or obtained
illegally, was very enlightening. Addiction can
happen immediately after consumption and
some people’s systems are more susceptible
to addiction than others.
Responding to the opioid crisis is an
“all hands on deck” task. However, we
know other addictive drugs will emerge,

or re-emerge (like meth). This summit did
more than focus on opioids. It provided
the groundwork and collaboration among
interested parties to establish a new vision
for treating addiction and mental health. As
mentioned in a previous article, taxpayers
are expecting more than just incarceration
from jails and the criminal justice system.
Taxpayers are expecting rehabilitation and
treatment.
Discussions with the judiciary and the Family
and Social Services Administration on
how to maximize treatment in the jails will
continue. Federal regulations can stymie use
of Medicaid money in an incarceration facility
and we are working with our partners at the
National Association of Counties (NACo)
and other stakeholders to change those
regulations.
To view the handouts from the summit,
visit www.in.gov/recovery/ and select the
Statewide Opioid Summit link.
July/August 2018 INDIANA NEWS 92 5

Politics & Policy

What is the CO$T of
Opioids to Your County?
By Ryan Hoff, General Counsel and Director of Government Relations  |  rhoff@indianacounties.org

Name badges
Daters & numberers
Black-out redaction markers
ADA, braille signs & desk plates
Indiana State Seal plaques
Deposit & date stamps
True certified stamps
File mark stamps
Embossing seals

No matter where you are in the
state, we are here to help you!
• Competitive pricing and volume discounts available
• Easy ordering & detailed order records
• Knowledgeable, friendly sales staff
• Same day or next day shipping on most items!
1319 Production Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46808
sales@indianastamp.com www.indianastamp.com
Toll Free tel. 877-424-5395
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Do you know what the cost is to your county from the opioid
addiction crisis? Have you researched the complete cost that
your taxpayers are covering? What else could your county do
with the revenue that is spent addressing the wide range of
issues related to the opioid response?
Here’s a scenario that I’ve heard described to me multiple times
over the past couple of years: the sheriff has arrested someone
for burglary (or drug possession, or larceny, or any number of
crimes). That individual is addicted to some form of opioid. The
family of the arrestee is unwilling to bail them out of jail because
they know it is the only way for them to spend time away from
opioids in the hopes that they will be able to kick the addiction.
It’s a logical decision from the family’s perspective if they can’t
afford addiction counseling on their own. But, as an elected
official, have you considered how much more the county is
spending to incarcerate individuals who are committing more
crimes due to their addiction? Another consideration is how
much longer each individual stays in jail prior to (and after)
sentencing because of their addiction.
What are the other costs your county covers due to the
addiction? Maybe that county has addiction treatment services
that it provides to inmates. Maybe one of those inmates has a
severe medical condition such as hepatitis or HIV related to their
addiction that must now be addressed at public cost.
The cost goes beyond the costs associated with incarceration
and addiction services as well. Costs have increased in most
counties for public defenders. Counties foot the bill for indigent
defense when the Family and Social Services Administration files
termination of parental rights cases. This crisis has woven itself
into so many of the basic services that a county provides to its
citizens that it is difficult to quantify, even before thinking about
the indirect costs such as increased health insurance for county
employees because of the crisis.
The only way for counties to potentially recoup this lost revenue is
to participate directly in litigation which is attempting to prove that
counties faced financial losses related to the alleged intentional
misleading of the public about the long term addictive impact of
prescription opioids. During the process of litigation, one of the
most important data points will be collecting data on the scope of
the financial harm done to counties due to the opioid addiction.
Several counties in Indiana have already filed suit against
companies involved in the manufacture and/or distribution of
prescription opioids. If your county is interested but have not yet
filed suit, the AIC can help discuss the basic concepts behind the
litigation and update you on its current status.
If you take a look around your county government and see the
impacts of opioids, consider how far addiction has crept into your
community. I suspect it goes a lot further than your taxpayers
think.
www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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On the Cover: Hamilton County

Hamilton County
Courthouse

HAMILTON
COUNTY
Closer than you think.
As one of the fastest growing areas in the United States, Hamilton
County’s leaders work to balance best planning practices with that
growth. Its location just north of Indianapolis defines it as suburban,
but the cities of Carmel, Fishers, Noblesville and Westfield and its
northern four towns also work to create their own unique identities to
complement each other and the region.
Inter-model connectivity is key to that growth, and numerous road and
trail projects focus on access to the region and to each community.
A vibrant parks system network throughout the county offers dozens
of ways for residents and visitors to experience, many located along
those greenways. And, each community is focusing on livable,
walkable downtowns.

k

Grand Par

www.IndianaCounties.org 		

Four large cornerstone attractions continue their own creative
vision for the future. These include innovative programs and master
planning at Conner Prairie, visitor amenity enhancements at Ruoff
Home Mortgage Music Center, growth
both indoors and out at one of America’s
largest sports campuses Grand Park, and
national programming at the Center for the
Performing Arts.
Hamilton County also is home to two
designated Indiana Arts Commission
state-designated cultural districts: Carmel
and Noblesville. Anchored by the Carmel
Arts & Design District and Nickel Plate
Arts campuses in each city, art partners
support place-based developments,
artist support and add personality,
culture and authenticity to these city
stories.
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Explore the
County
CARMEL
A regular chart topper for Best
Places to Live, Carmel, Indiana,
encompasses the arts, outdoor
fun, local food and drink and the
nightlight life scene – all wrapped
in to one charming city. Spend
the day strolling the Arts and
Design District, wandering in and
out of the shops, art galleries
and restaurants. The Monon
Trail, a walking and biking path,
connects the cities' destination
areas. See a concert or comedian
at the Palladium at the Center
for the Performing Arts, a state
of the art, 1,600-seat concert
hall. It’s also home to the Great
American Songbook Foundation,
an affiliate of the Grammy Museum
that preserves and promotes the Great American
Songbook Era.

Conner Prairie

FISHERS

e Mortgage

Ruoff Hom

r

Music Cente

In addition to being a progressive destination, environmental
sustainability is important to Hamilton County and evident in the
solar project at the Hamilton County Jail. The $8 million project
features 9,300 solar panels that will save the county $25 million
in utility bills in its lifetime.
Implementation of the White River Regional Vision plan also is
under way. Hamilton County Tourism and its numerous county
and community partners, the City of Indianapolis, Visit Indy
and other local advocates will study the health, connectivity,
programming and economic development opportunities along
58 miles of the White River in 2018-2019.

10 INDIANA NEWS 92 July/August 2018		

Recently named the number one Best Place to Live
in America by Money magazine, the City of Fishers
has never been more vibrant than it is today. With
the long-standing local favorites combined with
the addition of new eateries and coffee shops in
the Nickel Plate District, along with newcomers to
Indiana like IKEA and Topgolf, locals and visitors
are finding themselves drawn to the offerings of
the area. Travel back in time at Conner Prairie, a
nationally acclaimed interactive history museum
that allows kids to wander the grounds and satisfy
their inner curiosity. It’s also becoming a hub for
innovation with Launch Fishers, a co-working space
for entrepreneurs, and the Internet of Things lab, a
collaboration for technology solutions.

NOBLESVILLE
It’s easy to see why Noblesville has been branded
as a “hipstoric” city. The walkable downtown around
the historic courthouse is surrounded by local coffee
Association of Indiana Counties Inc.

White Riv

er Canoe

Company

and brunch spots and boutiques. Nickel Plate Arts
offers experienced artists and curious wannabes an
outlet to create. For more exhilaration, rent a kayak
or canoe with the White River Canoe Company and
explore the river or snatch some tickets to a concert
at Ruoff Home Mortgage Music Center. Your heart
will be thumping as big names in music take the
stage at the 24,000-seat outdoor amphitheater.

WESTFIELD
Westfield, Indiana has gained national recognition
for its sports facilities and outdoor activities. Grand
Park, a 400-acre sports complex with 31 soccer/
multipurpose fields and 26 baseball/softball
diamonds, brings in a million visitors each year for
sports tournaments of all types. And connected
to the complex is the 20-mile Monon Trail, which
can be used to run, walk or bike through Hamilton
County. More recently, Westfield has received
attention for its growing foodie scene in the Midland
Cultural District, along Park Street.

NORTHERN TOWNS
From wine tasting to zip lining, the towns of
Arcadia, Atlanta, Cicero and Sheridan make up a
wonderment of activities. Your adventurous side will
appreciate the 750 acres of serenity at Strawtown
Koteewi Park which includes nonstop outdoor fun
at Koteewi Aerial Adventure Treetop Trails, K-Trails
Equestrian Adventures and Koteewi Archery Range.
The kid in you will enjoy visiting Mr. Muffin’s Trains in
nearby Atlanta with the layout of model locomotives
and Nickel Plate Express will introduce unique train
excursions in fall 2018.
Hamilton County Tourism
32 E. Main St.
Carmel, IN 46032
317.848.3181
VisitHamiltonCounty.com
@VisitHamiltonCo

www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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2018 AIC Conference

60th Annual Conference
Keynote Speaker
By Christine Traina, Director of Planning and Government Relations Associate
ctraina@indianacounties.org
The AIC Annual Conference provides
its members an opportunity to attend
educational workshops, view an exhibit
hall of over 100 vendor booths, and
meet and build relationships with over
500 elected county officials and county
employees from throughout the state of
Indiana. This year the AIC is hosting its
60th conference and it is sure to be a
memorable one.
The AIC is happy to announce Aaron
M. Renn, senior fellow at the Manhattan
Institute for Policy Research and a
contributing editor at its quarterly

Aaron M. Renn
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magazine, City Journal, as the keynote
speaker at the Opening Session on
Monday, September 17. Renn is on a
mission to help America’s communities
thrive in an ever more complex,
competitive, globalized, and diverse
21st century. This requires building a
future that is both demographically and
economically sustainable and equitable. It
means creating an engine of opportunity
and upward mobility, and a platform on
which a broad majority of citizens can
build towards achieving their aspirations.
Originally from Harrison County Indiana,
Renn is also an economic development
columnist for Governing Magazine,
and has contributed to the Guardian,
Forbes.com and other publications. His
perspectives on community issues are
regularly cited in global media outlets
which have included the New York
Times, the Washington Post, Time,
the Economist, and the London Daily
Telegraph.
His insights are rooted in a fifteen year
career in management and technology
consulting. He has held multiple

2018 AIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 16-19, 2018 • MARION COUNTY

technology strategy roles, and directed
multi-million dollar global technology
implementations. He also founded
the urban data analytics web startup
Telestrian.
Single day event tickets are available for
county attendees. Online registration
closes on September 7, but you may still
register onsite at the Westin. Learn more
at www.indianacounties.org.
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Don’t forget to...

Proudly serving Indiana counties since 2003,
Apex Benefits is an AIC Endorsed Vendor

UPDATE

YOUR AIC
CONTACT
INFORMATION.
Please be sure to let us know your
preferred mailing address for official
AIC notices and updates.

Visit www.IndianaCounties.org to
update your contact information

Second to None Municipalities Practice
Specializing in health and welfare plan design
and consultative strategy, we are your
trusted resource for all things HR.

Apex Benefits has built a reputation among cities, counties, and other
municipalities that is based on creative strategy, superior services, and
trend-defying cost savings. Our approach is a break from status quo as
we are truly carving a new path for municipalities and their employees.

Email your contact information to Karen
Avery at kavery@indianacounties.org
Fax your contact information to
317.684.3713 attn: Karen Avery

317. 254.1600

|

apexbg.com

3755 E 82ND STREET, SUITE 100, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46240

Scan this QR Code and get right to the
update form on smartphone or tablet

indianacounties.org
www.IndianaCounties.org 		
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AIC on the Move

Legal Insight

David Bottorff

Christine Traina

AIC Executive Director,
was in Allen County to
discuss legislation with
Sen. Holdman and also
the TRECS program
with county officials. He
continued discussing
the benefits of TRECS in
Delaware County with the
county auditor, county treasurer
and county attorney. David also attended
a Lake County Council meeting to discuss
TRECS and to present a scholarship winner
check for the Nationwide Retirement
Solutions/AIC winner. Another scholarship
check presentation for the SRI/AIC
scholarship was held in July in Vermillion
County. David also attended the NACo
Annual Conference in Nashville, Tenn. earlier
this summer.

Crown
Point

Auburn

Plymouth

Knox

AIC Director of Planning &
Government Affairs Associate, has
been visiting many members from
across the state right in Indianapolis.
In June, Christine attended the Clerks’
Conference in Indianapolis. All summer
she has been spending time in Hamilton
and Marion Counties working with
the conference host committee and
preparing for this year’s 60th Annual
Conference at the Westin Hotel in
downtown Indy.

Fort Wayne
Decatur

Wabash

Pam Coleman

Lafayette

Ryan Hoff

Lebanon

AIC Director of
Government Affairs
and General Counsel,
has been visiting
many members
across the state. In
May, Ryan was in both
Marshall and Brown
Counties to discuss new
laws at district meetings of the
Recorders’ Association. During
June, Ryan met with county council
members at their annual conference
in Shelby County. Attending public
meetings regarding plans for multijurisdictional drainage improvements
on the Kankakee River watershed
was part of Ryan’s July. Also that
month, Ryan attended the statewide
opioid and drug addiction summit
hosted by the Indiana Supreme
Court Chief Justice and the
Opioid Symposium hosted by the
Indiana Rural Health Association
and AgriInstitute. August brought
Ryan to the Indiana Farm Bureau
Drainage School in Marion County
and the quarterly LTAP Board
Meeting in Tippecanoe County.

Newport

Noblesville

Muncie

Zionsville
Fort Harrison

Greencastle

Indianapolis
Shelbyville
Franklin

Nashville

Vevay

English

Corydon

Jacque Clements

Karen Avery

Director of Public Relations, has been busy this
summer visiting undisclosed counties for video shoots
about the winners of the AIC Local Government
Cooperation Awards and the AIC County Achievement
Awards. She has also been busy with assisting the
Indiana Association for Floodplain and Stormwater
Management (INAFSM) with its September conference
planning for Evansville. She was in Hamilton County in
July for an INAFSM board meeting.
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AIC Director of
Finance, visited
Shelby, Marion,
and Johnson
counties. Pam
assisted the County
Council Association
with their finances and
assists with the state called
annual conference. Pam also
assists the Indiana Association of
Regional Councils (IARC) with their
finances and administrative duties.
This year IARC was in search of
a new Executive Director and
her role within the organization
was increased for the first half of
2018. The association announced
their new director, Brian Long,
at the July meeting. Pam also
attended the August Facilitative
Skills Workshop hosted by Purdue
University in Johnson County.

Nashville, Tenn.

Director of Professional
Development and Corporate
Relations, visited with county
recorders during their annual
meeting at Ft. Harrison in June.
Jacque also discussed the TRECS
program at the County Council
Association meeting in Shelby County in
June, and at meetings in DeKalb, Adams,
Boone, Allen and Delaware Counties in July
as well as at the Treasurers’ conference
in August. In July, Jacque attended public
meetings in Crawford and Putnam Counties
to answer questions on the new local jail
income tax. In August, Jacque met with the
Switzerland County Council to discuss nonbinding reviews and budgets and presented
an AIC/SRI scholarship check to the winner in
Harrison County.
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Health and Workers Compensation Plans
24-HOUR COVERAGE FOR INDIANA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

www.ipep.com
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ® ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem
Insurance Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

community
Ice Miller has been working with Counties
throughout Indiana for over 100 years.
Buddy Downs Karen Arland Patricia Zelmer
Heather James Lisa Lee

Special Counsel to the Association of Indiana Counties. For more
information, contact Jennifer Menon at 317-236-2216 or
jennifer.menon@icemiller.com.
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